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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Background of the Problem 

According to Hill (2006) corruption means,  abuse of public office for private gain. Corruption 

involves bribes, illegal gratitude, conflict of interests, embezzlement of public funds and 

economic extortion (Nathan & Jackob, 2019). Corruption can affect small group of people 

(petty corruption) or affect part or the entire government (grand corruption), individuals may 

be exposed to corruption then slowly and steadily, they turn out to be most corrupt 

(Abdulrahman, 2014) Most of the studies on corruption such as (Cherrier, 2009; Rose-

Ackerman, 1975; Gould & Amaro-Reyes, 1983; Sobel, 2008; Murphy, 2000; & Klitgaard, 

1991) in their studies concerning corruption, politics and development they summarised that 

corruption mostly distort the social, political and economic development. It is believed that 

corruption is one of the major sources of poverty around the world, especially in Africa 

(Gebeye  et al., 2012). 

Corruption seen to be one of the threatening factors for the sustainable economic development, 

ethical values and justice, it destroys the society and distract the rule of law (Muhammad et al., 

2012). Corruption is among of the very critical issues in the world today, (Bevir & Letki, 2012; 

Jucá et al., 2016). 

The problem of overcoming corruption issues involved social scientists, policy makers and 

philosophers since the age of Aristotle, historically some countries seemed to have been able 

to carry out substantial reductions of corruption but perceived levels of corruption remain too 

high throughout the world (Uslaner & Rothstein, 2013). Some recent studies have defined 

corruption as a behaviour that is opposite to ethical universalism in the exercise of public 

power, means that turning public goods into their own benefit. Corruption has a detrimental 

effect on the development of a country; it is pervasive and exists, with varying degrees in every 

country in the world. Below is the world map indicating the prevalence of corruption in the 

world by the year 2019. 

 


















































































































































